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Crop Production
Iowa: Corn: As of October 1, Iowa 2009 corn for grain yield 
is forecast at a record 188 bushels per acre, up 1 bushel from 
the September 1 forecast and 17 bushels above 2008. 
Production is forecast at 2.51 billion bushels for the State, up 
nearly 15 percent from last year. Forecasted ears, at 
29,200 per acre, are the highest on record when compared to 
final counts. As of October 4, Iowa producers had harvested 
3 percent of the corn, below the normal 11 percent. 
 
Soybeans: The October 1 soybean yield forecast of 
52 bushels per acre is unchanged from the September 1, 
forecast, but up 5.5 bushels per acre from 2008. If realized, 
soybean production would be nearly 496 million bushels, up 
10 percent from last year, but a 10.4 million bushel decrease 
from the September 1 forecast. The decrease from last month 
is the result of a 200,000 acre reduction of planted and 
harvested acres. Forecasted pods with beans, at 1,878 per 
18 square feet, are up slightly over 8 percent from October 
2008. As of October 4, soybean harvest was 20 percent 
complete, 13 percentage points behind last year and 
27 percentage points behind normal. 
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 13.0 billion 
bushels, up slightly from last month and 8 percent higher than 
2008. Based on conditions as of October 1, yields are 
expected to average 164.2 bushels per acre, up 2.3 bushels 
from September and 10.3 bushels above last year. If realized, 
this yield will be the highest on record and total production 
will be second only to the record set in 2007. Yield forecasts 
remained unchanged or increased from last month across the 
Corn Belt, Great Plains, and Ohio Valley where warm, dry 
weather during much of September helped push the late-
developing corn crop towards maturity. Light frost was 
reported in parts of the northern tier of the Great Plains and 
Corn Belt in late September. However, temperatures were not 
considered low enough to terminate crop growth. Based on 
administrative information, acreage updates were made in 
several States and farmers now expect to harvest 79.3 million 
acres for grain, down 1 percent from the September forecast 
but 1 percent above 2008. 
   
Soybean production is forecast at a record high 3.25 billion 
bushels, up slightly from the September forecast and up 
10 percent from last year. Based on October 1 conditions, 
yields are expected to average 42.4 bushels per acre, up 
0.1 bushel from last month and up 2.7 bushels from 2008. If 
realized, this will be the third highest yield on record.  
Compared with last month, yields are forecast higher or 
unchanged in all States except Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and New York. The largest decrease in yield from the 
September forecast is expected in Mississippi where 
persistent rain during the last two weeks of the month 
increased the potential impact of disease. Increases of 
2 bushels are expected in Kentucky, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
and Virginia. If realized, the forecasted yield in Alabama, 
Georgia, and Nebraska will be a record high and the 
forecasted yield in Arkansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania will tie the previous record high.  Area for 
harvest in the U.S. is forecast at 76.6 million acres, down 
slightly from the previous estimate but up 3 percent from 
2008. 
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Soybeans, 2008-2009 
District 
Harvested Yield/acre Production 




















































































































Feed & Residual 




Ending Stocks, total 






































Annual Small Grain Summary 
 
Iowa: Oats – Iowa’s 2009 planted oat acreage, at 
200,000 acres, is 33 percent above the 150,000 acres last 
year. Oat acreage harvested for grain, at 95,000 acres, is 
nearly 27 percent higher than last year. Iowa’s 2009 oat 
yield, at 65 bushels per acre, is equal to 2008.  Iowa’s 
oat grain production, at 6,175,000 bushels, is nearly 
27percent higher than last year. 
 
Winter Wheat – Iowa’s 2009 winter wheat acreage 
harvested for grain, at 22,000 acres, is 13,000 acres 
lower than last year.  The yield is 45 bushels per acre, 
3 bushels per acre below last year’s level.  The state’s 
production, at 990,000 bushels, is 41 percent lower than 
the previous year. 
 
United States: All wheat:  Production totaled 
2.22 billion bushels in 2009, up 2 percent from the 
August forecast, but down 11 percent from 2008.  Grain 
area is 50.1 million acres, down 10 percent from last 
year.  The U.S. yield is 44.4 bushels per acre, down 
0.5 bushel from last year.  The levels of production and 
changes from last year by type are: winter wheat, 
1.52 billion bushels, down 18 percent; other spring 
wheat, 588 million bushels, up 7 percent; Durum wheat, 
110 million bushels, up 31 percent. 
     
Oat production is estimated at 93.3 million bushels, 
1 percent above the August forecast and up 5 percent 
from last year's record low production.  Yield is 
estimated at a record high 67.6 bushels per acre, up 
3.1 bushels from the last forecast and up 3.9 bushels 
from the previous year.  Compared with last year, yields 
increased for most States in the western third of the 
country and for several Appalachian States.  Harvested 
area, at 1.38 million acres, is 3 percent below August 
and 2 percent below last year.  This is the smallest 
acreage harvested for grain on record, continuing a 
steady downward trend. 

























































September 2009 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
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Grain Stocks  
 
Iowa: The September 1 on and off farm stocks of 
corn were 16 percent lower than last year.  The 
June-August 2009 indicated disappearance is 549 
million bushels which is the highest June – August 
indicated disappearance since 1980. 
 
Old crop soybean stocks in all positions on 
September 1, 2009 totaled 30.3 million bushels, 
down 47 percent from September 1, 2008.  This is 
the lowest September 1 level since 1977. 
 
United States:  Old crop corn stocks in all positions 
on September 1, 2009 totaled 1.67 billion bushels, 
up 3 percent from September 1, 2008.  Of the total 
stocks, 608 million bushels are stored on farms, up 
22 percent from a year earlier.  Off-farm stocks, at 
1.07 billion bushels, are down 5 percent from a year 
ago.  The June - August 2009 indicated 
disappearance is 2.59 billion bushels, compared 
with 2.40 billion bushels during the same period last 
year. 
    
Old crop soybeans stored in all positions on 
September 1, 2009 totaled 138 million bushels, 
down 33 percent from September 1, 2008.  Soybean 
stocks stored on farms totaled 35.1 million bushels, 
down 25 percent from a year ago.  Off-farm stocks, 
at 103 million bushels, are down 35 percent from 
last September.  Indicated disappearance for June - 
August 2009 totaled 458 million bushels, down 
3 percent from the same period a year earlier. 
 Based on an analysis of end-of-marketing year 
stock estimates, disappearance data for exports and 
crushings, and farm program administrative data, 
the 2008 soybean production is revised to 
2.97 billion bushels, up 7.83 million bushels from 
the previous estimate.  Harvested area is revised up 
40,000 acres to 74.7 million acres.  The 2008 yield, 
at 39.7 bushels per acre, is up 0.1 bushel from the 
previous estimate.  A table with 2008 acreage, yield, 
and production estimates by State is included on 
page 17 of this report. 
      
All wheat stored in all positions on September 1, 
2009 totaled 2.22 billion bushels, up 19 percent 
from a year ago.  On-farm stocks are estimated at 
840 million bushels, up 32 percent from last 
September.  Off-farm stocks, at 1.38 billion bushels, 
are up 12 percent from a year ago.  The June - 
August 2009 indicated disappearance is 661 million 
bushels, down 30 percent from the same period a 
year earlier. 
  
Oats stored in all positions on September 1, 2009 
totaled 128 million bushels, 8 percent above the 
stocks on September 1, 2008.  Of the total stocks on 
hand, 54.5 million bushels are stored on farms, 
3 percent higher than a year ago.  Off-farm stocks 
totaled 74.0 million bushels, 12 percent above the 
previous year.  Indicated disappearance during June 
- August 2009 totaled 48.9 million bushels, 
compared with 36.8 million bushels during the same 
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 1 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors. 
 * Data not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
